Hermeneutical Quiz by Scott McKnight (From Winter 2008 Leadership Journal, pp. 45-47)

On a scale of-b, mark the answer that bests fits your approach to reading the Bible. (If, for example, you hold to both
response 1 and response 3, give yourself a 2. If you hold to all three positions, give yourself a 3.) Then total the points
and you score will reveal where you land on a hermeneutical scale.

Score Question Choices
A. The Bible is:
1. D2RQ& AY&ALANBR 62NR& Ay O2yFtdsSYyOS sAUGK U(KSE
3. D2RQa AYAaLANBR 62NRa& GKFG INR&S 2dzi 2F I O2F
5. 22NRAE& 2F |y FdziK2N) gK2 aLXSF1a 2dzi 2F I O2YY
to God.
B. The Bible is
1. D2RQ& SEIOG ¢2NRa F2NI it dGAYSo®
3. D2RQa ¢2NRa |yR YSaal3asS F2NJ GKIG GAYS odzi vy
lived today.
5. D2RQa YSaal3dS 6AyaidSIR 2F SEIFIOG 62NRaov F2NJ
C. TheBA6f SQa& ¢2NRA& | NBY
1. Inerrant on everything.
3. Inerrant on matters of faith and practice.
5. Not defined by inerrancy or errancy, which are modernistic categories.
D. The commands in the Old Testament to destroy a village, including women and children, are:
1. Justifiable judgment against sinful, pagan, immoral peoples.

3. D2RQ&a ¢l &a Ay (GKS RIFeda 2F (GKS WdzRISa o0SiGOdC
asdivine words for that day.

5. ' 0FNDIFINRO F2N¥Y 2F G NIAY | LINAYAGADBS a2 0AS-
E. The story of Hosea (the prophet) and Gomer (hIS wife) is:
1. DN} LIKAO NBFftAGE GKIFIG aLlSKlaty2zT D2RQa Tl AGKT
3. A parable (since, for example, God would never ask a believer to marry a prostitute).
5. An unfortunate image of an ancient prophet that stereoypes women and too easily justifies
violence against women.
F. The command of Jesus to wash feet is:
1. To be taken literally, despite near universal neglect in the church.
3. A first century form of serving others, to be practiced today in other ways.
5. An ancient custom with no real implication for our world.
G. The gift of prophecy is:
1. Timekss, despite lack of attention in the church today.
3. An ancient form of communication that is seen today in proclaiming scriptural truths.
5. b2 f2y3SNJIYSSRSR YR RNIYIF{GAOlItfte RAFTFSNBYy
H. Prohibitions against homosexuality in the Bible are:
1. t SNXYIySyid LINPKAOAGAZ2YA NBFTESOGAY3I D2RQaA gAf
3. Culturally shaped, still normative, but demanding greater sensitivity today.
5. A purity-code violation that has been eliminated by Christ.
l. The unity of the Bible is:
1. D 2 R gstemadic truth thatcan be discerned by careful study of the Bible.
3. The gospel call to living by faith that is expressed in a variety of ways by different authors in the
Bible.
5. Not found by imposing on the integrity of each author in the Bible wf@on to overarching

systems; the unity is in the God who speaks to us today through the Word.
KS 1 2f@ {LANRGQEA NRfS AY AYUSNIINBGIGAZ2Y AAY
To guide the individual regardless of what others say.
To guide the individual in tandem/conversatiasith the church.
To guide the community that can instruct the individual.

awEe
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The injunctions upon women in 1 Timothy 2:9-15 are:

1. Timeless truths and normative for today.

3. Culturallyshaped but, with proper and interpretation and transfesr today; e.g. we can learn
from how Paul addressed a situation with uninstructed women in Ephesus.

5. Needed for early Christians, bound in the first century, but not for today.

Careful interpretation of the Bible is:

1. Objective, rational, unigrsal, timeless.

3. Dialectical, relational, culturalghaped, timely.

5. Subjective, personal, culturally bound, time specific.

The context for reading the Bible is:

1. {2tSfe& Iy AYRADGARdzZ f Qa NBalLRyaroAftAileod

3. The individual in conversation witand respect for, church traditions.

5. ¢tKS O2yFSaarzylt adlraSySyid 2F 2ySQa O2YYdzy A
Discerning the historical context of a passage is:

1. Unimportant since God speaks to me directly.

3. Often or sometimes significant in order to gpasieaning

5. Necessary and dangerous to avoid in reading the Bible.

The Bible:

1. Can be examined and understood without bias.

3. Can be understood but with biases.

5. Can be partially understood by a reader with bias.

Capital punishment

1. Should be practiced today because the Bible teaches it.

3. Should be examined carefully to determine if it is the best option today; some instances of
capital punishment in the Bible are no longer advisable.

5. As delineated in the Bible, pertains tocnt Israel; such practices are no longer useful and
should be universally banned.

Tattoos:

1. Are forbidden because of Leviticus 19:28

3. Are forbidden in Leviticus as idolatrous marks, which we know from study of the ancient Near
East.

5. Are permissible, because the purity codes are not for Christians today.

The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:29) not to eat any meat improperly killed
(strangled instead of having the blood drained properly):

1. Is a permanent commandmefur all Christians today.

3. Is for Jewish Christians only.

5. Is a temporary custom for firgtentury Jewish Christians, and is no longer a concern for
Christians.

Adultery:

1. Deserves the death penalty, as stated in the Old Testament.

3. Was ot punished by death when Jesus confronted it, and therefore death is not a Christian
punishment.

5. and divorce were governed by Old Testament laws from a primitive culture, very different from

our own; just as these concepts developed within Bible timas,understanding of proper
punishment has been improved.

Sabbath:

1. Was never eliminated by New Testament writers and should be practiced by Christians (on
Saturday)

3. Developed into a Sunday worship observance for Christians, and Chrisimand sot work on
that day.

5. Turned into Sunday for Christians who need to worship together (weekly, on any day) and can

work if they think they need to.

Total Score
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McKnight says

20-52 = Conservative 53-65 = Moderate 66-100 = Progressive

(16 faculty = 76%) (5 faculty = 24%) (O faculty = 0%)

CCCB Faculty Findings

Question Avg. | SD Cons | Diversity
A The Bible is (authorship) 1.3| 0.46 3 4
B¢ The Bible is (content) 19| 0.85 9 9
C¢ The Bible is (inerrancy) 1.3| 0.47 4 5
D¢ The command in the Old Testament to destroy . . . 14| 0.49 5 6
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . 1.1| 0.31 1 1
F¢ The command of Jesus to wash feet . . . 3.0 0.44 15 3
G¢ The gift of prophecy . . . 41| 1.11 19 19
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality.. . 1.2| 0.40 2 2
I ¢ The unity of the Bible . . . 15| 0.60 6 7
J¢KS 1 2f& {LANRGQA NRES Ay AydS| 24| 090 13 10
K¢ The injunctions on women in 1 Timothy 29 . . . 19| 0.97 8 15
L ¢ Careful interpretation of the Bible is . . . 16| 0.66 7 8
M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . . 21| 0.94 10 12
N ¢ Discerning the historical context of a passage is . . . 42| 0.95 20 13
Oc¢ The Bible (understanding) 2.3| 1.05 12 18
P ¢ Capital punishment 2.2 0.99 11 16
Q¢ Tattoos 3.8| 0.95 17 13
R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (meat strangled) 3.2| 1.84 16 20
S¢ Adultery 29| 0.91 14 11
T ¢ Sabbath 41| 1.00 18 17
Actual Total 47.3

ReportedTotal 45.2| 9.04
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Faculty Results

Most Conservative ¢ Most Uniting? (Essential)

Question Score SD | Cons. Divers.
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . 1.1 0.31 1 1
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . 1.2| 0.40 2 2
A The Bible is (authorship) 1.3| 0.46 3 4
C¢ The Bible is (inerrancy) 1.3| 0.47 4 5
D ¢ The commands in th®ld Testament to destroy . . . 14| 0.49 5 6
I ¢ The unity of the Bible . . . 15| 0.60 6 7
L ¢ Careful interpretation of the Bible is . . . 16| 0.66 7 8
Medium Conservative ¢ Most Divisive? (Controversial)
Question Score SD | Cons. Divers.
K¢ The injurctions on women in 1 Timothy 255 . . . 19| 0.97 8 15
B¢ The Bible is (content) 19| 0.85 9 9
M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . . 21| 0.94 10 12
Oc¢ The Bible (understanding) 2.3| 1.05 12 18
P ¢ Capital punishment 2.2 0.99 11 16
JcTheRrf & {LANRGQEA NRBES Ay AyidSNL] 24| 0.90 13 10
S¢ Adultery 29| 0.91 14 11
Less Conservative ¢ Less Important? (Cultural)
Question Score SD | Cons. Divers.
F¢ The command of Jesus to wash feet . . . 3.0| 044 15 3
R¢ The requirement of theefusalem Council (meat strangled) 3.2| 1.84 16 20
Q¢ Tattoos 3.8 0.95 17 13
T ¢ Sabbath 41| 1.00 18 17
G¢ The qift of prophecy . . . 41] 1.11 19 19
N ¢ Discerning the historical context of a passage is . . . 42| 0.95 20 13
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CCCB Student Findings

McKnight says

20-52 = Conservative 53-65 = Moderate 66-100 = Progressive

(36 students = 72%) (14 students = 28%) (O students = 0%)

CCCB Student Findings

Question Avg. | SD Cons.| Diversity
A¢ The Bible is (authorship) 14| 0.71 4 5
B¢ The Bibles (content) 24| 1.35 11 20
C¢ The Bible is (inerrancy) 15| 1.04 6 12
D ¢ The commands in the Old Testament to destroy . . . 1.8| 0.92 7 8
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . 1.1| 0.24 1 1
F¢ The command of Jesus to wash feet . . . 2.8| 0.58 14 3
G¢ The gift of prophecy . . . 31| 134 15 19
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . 1.1} 0.39 2 2
| ¢ The unity of the Bible . . . 20| 1.06 8 14
JG¢KS 1 2f& {LIANRGQA NRES Ay AydS| 20| 114 9 16
K¢ The injunctions on women in 1 Tingt2:915 . . . 27| 1.00 13 11
L ¢ Careful interpretation of the Bible is . . . 15| 0.79 5 6
M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . . 14| 0.64 3 4
N ¢ Discerning the historical context of a passage is . . . 3.9| 0.90 17 7
O¢ The Bible (understating) 21| 1.10 10 15
P ¢ Capital punishment 24| 1.00 12 10
Q¢ Tattoos 39| 1.20 17 17
R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (meat strangled) 42| 1.23 20 18
S¢ Adultery 34| 0.95 16 9
T ¢ Sabbath 41| 1.05 19 13
Total 48.8| 5.54
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Student Results

Most Conservative ¢ Most Uniting? (Essential)

Question Score SD | Cons. Divers.
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . 1.1| 0.24 1 1
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . 1.1| 0.39 2 2
M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . . 14| 0.64 3 4
A ¢ The Bible is (authorship) 14| 0.71 4 5
L ¢ Careful interpretation of the Bible is . . . 15| 0.79 5 6
C¢ The Bible is (inerrancy) 15| 1.04 6 12
D ¢ The commands in the Old Testament to destroy . . . 1.8| 0.92 7 8
Medium Conservative ¢ Most Divisive? (Controversial)
Question Score SD | Cons. Divers.
| ¢ The unity of the Bible . . . 20| 1.06 8 14
J¢KS 1 2f& {LANRGQA NRES Ay Ayid§ 20| 114 9 16
O¢ The Bible (understanding) 21| 1.10 10 15
B¢ The Bible is (content) 24| 1.35 11 20
P ¢ Capital punishment 24| 1.00 12 10
K¢ The injunctions on women in 1 Timothy 29 . . . 2.7 1.00 13 11
F¢ The command of Jesus to wash feet . . . 2.8 0.58 14 3
Less Conservative ¢ Less Important? (Cultural)
Question Score SD | Cons. Divers.
G¢ The qift of prophecy . . . 31| 1.34 15 19
S¢ Adultery 34| 0.95 16 9
Q¢ Tattoos 39| 1.20 17 17
N ¢ Discerning the historical context of a passage is . . . 3.9| 0.90 17 7
T ¢ Sabbath 41| 1.05 19 13
R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (m&taangled) 42| 1.23 20 18
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Research Questions:

In which issues are the faculty / seniors more conservative, less conservative, more moderate?

Faculty More Conservative Students More Conservative
R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council G Thegift of prophecy . . .
K¢ The injunctions on women in 1 Timothy 25 ... M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . .
| ¢ The unity of the Bible . . . J¢KS 1 2f@ {LANRGQA NRES Ay Ay
S¢ Adultery N ¢ Discerning the histacal context of a passage is . . .
D¢ The commands in the Old Testament to destroy F¢. The command of Jesus to wash feet . . .
B¢ The Bible is (content) Oc¢ The Bible (understanding)

In which issues is there ttagreement/disagreemertbetween ficulty and seniors?
Most agreement: Most disagreement:
T ¢ Sabbath R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (meat strangled)
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . G¢ The qift of prophecy . . .
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . K¢ The injunctions on women in 1 Timothy 29 . . .
Q¢ Tattoos M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . .
L ¢ Careful interpretation of the Bible is . . . I ¢ The unity of the Bible . . .

In which issues is there theast/most diversityamong the faculty?
Least diversity: Most diversity:
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (meat strangled)
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . G¢ The gift of prophecy . . .
F¢ The commanaf Jesus to wash feet . . . O¢ The Bible (understanding)
A The Bible is (authorship) T ¢ Sabbath
C¢ The Bible is (inerrancy) P ¢ Capital punishment
In which issues is there theast/most diversity among the seniors?
Least diversity: Most diversity:
E¢ The story of Hosea and Gomer . . . B¢ The Bible is (content)
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . G¢ The qift of prophecy . . .
F¢ The command of Jesus to wash feet . . . R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (meedrsyled)
M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . . Qc¢ Tattoos
A¢ The Bible is (authorship) JC¢KS 12T {LANARGQA NBES Ay Ayl
In which issues is the@milar/different diversity between faculty and seniors?

Similar diversity: Different diversity:
P ¢ Capital punishment R¢ The requirement of the Jerusalem Council (meat strangled)
H ¢ Prohibitions against homosexuality . . . C¢ The Bible is (inerrancy)
K¢ The injunctions on women in 1 Timothy 28 . . . B¢ The Bilte is (content)
S¢ Adultery I ¢ The unity of the Bible . . .

N ¢ Discerning the historical context of a passage is D.c. The commands in the Old Testament to destroy . . .
T ¢ Sabbath M ¢ The context for reading the Bible is . . .



